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when they are required to put on overalls and have their breasts
sterilised. The separate entrances, etc., minimise the risk of
infection and examination by the doctor aids in the early
detection of illness. This cr&che is setting the standard; not all
by any means come up to it. There are many where the standard
of cleanliness is still very low, where the assistants are untrained
and often uneducated. But it is only a matter of time before all
the creches reach the highest standard.
In the factories where women are employed on night-work the
children remain all night in the creche.
Another type of pre-school institution is the railway-station
children's room. Every main-line station has such a children's
room. Some are well equipped, others not so well, but they all
supply an urgent need. They have been organised both to relieve
the parents and to remove the children from that most un-
healthy environment still to be found in the stations where
masses of peasants and others congregate to wait one or even
two days for a place in a train. In Bryansk Station in Moscow
there is a very large airy room with cots round the four walls.
In the centre is a play-pen with various kinds of toys. There is
a bathroom with several baths. All children receive a bath on
arrival. During their stay they are provided with suitable food.
The Director, who was medically trained, told me that she
carried on much educational work with the parents, and that
they were very appreciative. It was evening when I visited the
station, so that all the children were asleep.
Children's summer and winter playgrounds, for those for
whom there is no cr&che accommodation, are increasing in
number. Dr. Konyus was one of the pioneers of this movement.
She showed me over one of which she felt especially proud*
It lay between the Institute of Mother and Child and the Palace
of Labour and was a tribute to the enthusiasm and love of
children of Soviet women. It had been the usual courtyard, pea>
liaps a little more littered with rubbish than is quite eBsfomaiy.
Tiie institute staff, including the doctors, turned this wilderness
into a eMicbm's pamdise. They removed rubbish and